
Freehold Office Buildings with 
significant redevelopment 
potential for a variety of uses, 
subject to planning.

105,517 sq ft (9,802.7 sq m)  
on a site area of 
c 4.31 acres (1.74 hectares)
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 + Rare opportunity to acquire two vacant office buildings located within 
250m of Chester Station

 + 105,517 sq ft of office accommodation set within a seven-storey and four-
storey building 

 + Site extends to c.4.31 acres

 + Potential for owner occupier, refurbishment and asset management as 
offices or there is huge potential for conversion and/or re-development to 
a variety of uses including residential and hotel.

 + Multiple indicative massing by way of demolition and new build or part 
demolition/part conversion of existing, subject to planning.  

 + Excellent location adjacent to Muse Developments’ City Place Office, 
residential and hotel scheme, Shot Tower, Waitrose, Shropshire Union 
Canal and Chester Train Station.

 + Continued office use prospects supported by strong office take up in 
Chester over the past 4 years which is 28% higher than the 10 year 
average. 

 + Affluent local Chester market with strong market fundamentals for both 
residential sales and rental products, underpinned by ease of access to 
surrounding regional cities.

 + Undersupply of housing is a key factor underpinning capital value growth 
over the long term whilst demand for rental accommodation is likely to 
continue over the long term, with a new generation of elective renters. 

 + Freehold disposal offered with vacant possession.

EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY +
Offers invited for the Freehold interest 



ABOUT
CHESTER +
In fact, the UK Hot Housing Index recently named Chester as the best place to live in the UK. 
Founded by the Romans in AD79, Chester has a wealth of historical and cultural heritage in a 
beautiful setting, with stunning countryside and coastline just a few miles away. However it’s 
not all about the history. Chester has a contemporary edge with modern infrastructure, vibrant 
economic status and an innovative enterprise community. 

Chester attracts 8 million visitors a year to the city, generating annual tourism and visitor 
spend of £800m, which supports one in ten local jobs. With a rich architectural, historical 
and archaeological backdrop – the city features some of the best examples of Roman and 
medieval architecture. The recently restored Roman Amphitheatre is used for many events 
and performances in the city, including Theatre in the Park and music and literature festivals.

Founded in 1539, Chester Racecourse is recognised as the oldest operating racecourse in the 
world and ‘The Roodee’ holds a hugely successful programme of race meetings as well as 
music events and corporate hospitality. Chester is also home to the UK’s number one wildlife 
attraction, Chester Zoo, which added a new £40m extension “The Islands” in 2015, marking its 
most ambitious project to date. 

Chester has a significant retail offering from large department stores to multi-national retail 
stores such as Marks & Spencer, River Island and Next. There are a variety of specialist and 
independent shops and the two-tier shopping galleries, ‘The Rows’ offer a unique and special 
retail environment, providing a second level of shops above the street which is home to many 
privately owned boutiques.

In recent years, the F&B offering within Chester City Centre has exploded and provides an 
ecclectic mix of national operators such as Piccolino’s to independent operators, such as 
Hypha and Sticky Walnut, to the Michelin Starred ‘Simon Radley @ The Grosvenor Hotel.

Chester is an outstanding place to 
live and work for many reasons.
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LOCATION +

Chester is accessible to all parts of the UK, with 15 million people and a third of British industry within 
a two hour drive. Investment into infrastructure such as the recently completed Mersey Gateway and 
the planned HS2 high speed rail link will further strengthen Chester’s connectivity. 

Chester’s proximity to the M53 and M56 motorways provides the city with convenient access to both 
the regional and national motorway networks, in particular the M6 north-south corridor and the M62 
east-west route. The A55 road runs along the North Wales coast to Holyhead and the A483 links the 
city to nearby Wrexham and Swansea to the far south. Chester Railway Station is one of the busiest 
rail hubs in the North West, with hourly, direct services to London in 2 hours and to Manchester, as 
well as offering extensive local and regional services. 

Chester Railway Station is also well-connected to surrounding locations such as Northwich, Crewe 
and Wrexham. The nearest airports to Chester are Manchester International and Liverpool John 
Lennon, which are both approximately 40 minutes by road. From the city centre, residents and visitors 
can also travel by bus to Wales, the surrounding countryside and Chester Zoo.

Road, rail and air links allow travel from 
Chester to virtually every UK city and many 
European locations with return the same day.

Train Car

Liverpool 45 min 40 min

John Lennon Airport 45 min 30 min

Manchester 1hr 5 min 50 min

Manchester Airport 1hr 25 min 35 min

Leeds 2hr 20 min 1hr 30 min

Birmingham 1hr 45 min 1hr 45 min

London 2hr 3 hr 45 min

https://goo.gl/maps/GxGyMEq6C5CyjS7C8


SITUATION +
01. Chester City Centre 02. Waitrose 03. Leadworks 04. No.1 City Place 05. Shropshire Canal Footpath 06. Chester Train Station
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The subject property is located within the designated Business Quarter, 
which is identified within the Chester One City Plan 2012-2027. The adjoining 
development known as City Place will provide new build offices; a new 200 bed 
hotel and a new 400 space Multi Storey Car Park (MSCP). 

The site also benefits from outstanding public transport links, with Chester Train 
Station located just 250 metres away. Moreover, the Chester Makers Market is 
held at The Carriage Shed adjacent to the train station on the third Saturday of 
every month, showcasing award winning local food, drink and art products.

Moxy Hotel

Health Centre

Wharton Court 

Charterhall Drive

Westminster Road

A51





Charterhall House and Tower House consist of two interlinked office 
buildings of approximately 105,500 sq ft on a NIA basis, constructed 
in the 1980s, both benefitting from separate entrances.

 + Seven storey office building of steel frame 
construction with red brick and glazed 
elevations beneath a flat roof. 

 + Benefits from a net internal floor area 
of  60,273 sq ft served by a ground floor 
reception.

 + The upper floors are of rectangular 
configuration, with a mixture of private 
offices, meeting rooms and canteen on 
the first floor. Specification includes metal 
tile suspended ceiling tiles incorporating 
Category 2 lighting and full accessed 
raised floors.

 + Four storey office building of steel frame 
construction with red brick and glazed 
elevations beneath a mansard roof. 

 + Benefits from a net internal area of  
45,244 sq ft.

 + The upper floors which are 
predominantly open plan with private 
offices and meeting rooms are of 
rectangular configuration, fitted out with 
suspended mineral fibre ceilings, full 
access raised floors and LG3 lighting.

EXISTING
BUILDINGS +

Charterhall House Tower House

Charterhall House

Tower House

Charterhall 
House 
NIA (Sq M)

Charterhall 
House 
NIA (Sq Ft)

Tower House 
NIA (Sq M)

Tower House 
NIA (Sq Ft)

Charterhall and 
Tower 
GIA (Sq M)

Charterhall and 
Tower 
GIA (Sq Ft)

Ground 780 8,396 1,038.1 11,175 2,748.3 29,582

First 862.7 9,286 1118.8 12,043 2,526.4 27,194

Second 815.8 8,781 948.7 10,212 2,311.5 24,881

Third 813.7 8,759 1097.5 11,814 2,312.6 24,893

Fourth 819.2 8,818 (-) (-) 1,239.6 13,343

Fifth 822.3 8,851 (-) (-) 1,044.9 11,247

Sixth 685.9 7,383 (-) (-) 948 10,204

TOTAL 5,599.60 60,273 4,203.10 45,244 13,131.3 141,344





The subject site which is approximately 4.31 acres (gross) and is arranged in three distinct parcels. 
The site is available to purchase as a whole with consideration also given to the sale of individual 
plots.

The freehold title of the estate road will be incorporated and transferred within this disposal. The 
freehold title of the estate road is subject to a 125 year long lease to Muse Developments from 4 
January 2013, at a peppercorn ground rent per annum.

SITE PLAN +

Site Plan OS Map Plan

North Site
c.0.66 acres

Central Site
c.2.23 acres

South Site
c.1.42 acres

North Site: c.0.66 acres Title No. CH64244  

Central Site: c.2.23 acres Title No. CH234978 

South Site: c.1.42 acres Title No. CH291989

Estate Road 
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Chester on your doorstep 
Chester was voted the best place to live in the UK by the Hot Housing Index. 
The City boasts excellent schools and higher education, is a regional centre 
for employment, easy access to the countryside in addition to an outstanding 
lifestyle offer and distinct local heritage, making the residential opportunity clear. 

Chester also has a contemporary edge with modern infrastructure, vibrant 
economic status and an innovative enterprise community. Chester benefits from 
a mainline train station with regular access to Manchester, Liverpool and London. 
Thanks to its strategic location, the town has excellent access to the region’s 
major motorway networks and Manchester International Airport is within easy 
reach, making it a perfect place to live. 

Chester residents benefit from;

 + Its historic two-tier shopping galleries and traditional department stores, 
sitting alongside modern shopping centres and outlets 

 + An abundance of high-quality restaurants, cafés and bars. + Attractions 
including the magnificent Cathedral, racecourse and zoo 

 + The city’s compact form, yet benefits from the amenity and offer as a city. 

The local market has broadly followed regional trends, albeit it has outperformed 
most other sub sectors of the market. Chester’s popularity is underpinned 
by strong transport links, renowned schooling, proximity to the regional 
powerhouses, Manchester and Liverpool, and enhanced by town centre 
improvements and the influx of high quality independent boutique operators.

REFURBISHMENT OR 
REDEVELOPMENT 
OPPORTUNITY+



REFURBISHMENT OR 
REDEVELOPMENT 
OPPORTUNITY+

 + Opportunity for an owner occupier or investor to acquire a well-located office building 
and refurbish to deliver much needed stock into the Chester Office Market. 

 + The Chester market is affluent, holds residential values very well and benefits from 
ease of access to Manchester and Liverpool.

 + Rare opportunity to acquire a residential redevelopment opportunity in one of the 
North West’s most desirable places to live within a sought after residential market 
underpinned by strong rental and sales pricing.

 + The site could be considered on a number of options for residential redevelopment 
including demolition and new build or part demolition/part conversion of existing to 
maximise density and therefore value of the site, subject to planning. 

 + Excellently situated just 5 minutes on foot to Chester Station and all the City Centre 
has to offer. 

 + The proposition offers a chance to deliver a hybrid of residential conversion stock 
(105,517 sq ft net) in addition to the delivery of new build residential product across 
the remainder of the site, differentiating product and deepening demand pool.

 + The Immediate locality already benefits from significant investment and strategic 
visioning. The City Place scheme bounds the subject site which will provide in excess 
of 500,000 sq ft of Grade A office accommodation, associated retail and leisure 
facilities, as well as future residential and new public realm.

 + Preference to sell the three sites as a whole, with consideration given to selling 
individual plots.

Whilst the site does not have planning permission, pre-application discussions are being progressed 
with Cheshire West and Chester Council (CWAC) to support the principle of residential redevelopment. 
Provision of further information to follow on request. 

The Opportunity

Planning

Other notable residential schemes in the area include:

SALES Est. Sales Rate £ Unit/ 
Psf

The Shot Tower 
(New Build)

Two new buildings in addition to restored Engine House & 
Whitechapel building that form townhouses and duplex apartments. 

£145,000 - £450,000

Wharton Court Popular development, adjacent to the canal and a short walk from 
the train station. 

£230 - £280 psf

HQ Building Completed in 2009, large mixed-use development includes a 5-star 
hotel, apartments, offices and restaurant.

£330 - £500 psf

The Square The Square on Seller Street was developed by David Wilson Homes 
in 2003 and comprises of 6 apartment blocks and four houses 
totaling 125 units along the canal.

£290 - £320 psf

RENTAL Average 2 Bed Rent 
Pcm

Granary Wharf 
CH3 5BE

Steam mill conversion located on the waterfront. £1,175

Lock Court 
CH1 4HZ

Lock Court forms part of Morris Homes Boatyard development 
within walking distance of Chester City Centre and Racecourse.

£995

Trafford Street 
CH1 3HP

New build development located within Chester City Centre with 
allocated parking and communal gardens. 

£800

Alexander House 
CH1 2BN 

1960’s office block extension and conversion completed in 2003, 
comprising 24 flats in total.

£900

Chapel Chester 
CH1 1SH

Former chapel converted to modern residential accommodation 
with traditional features retained. 

£900



For further information and access to the data room please contact:

Further information 
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DISCLAIMER: CBRE Limited on its behalf and for the Vendors or Lessors of this property whose Agents they are, give notice that: 1. These particulars are set out as 
a general outline only for guidance to intending Purchasers or Lessees, and do not constitute any part of an offer or contract. 2. Whilst CBRE Limited uses reason-
able endeavours to ensure that the information in these particulars is materially correct, any intending Purchasers, Lessees or Third Parties should not rely on them 
as statements or representations of fact, but must satisfy themselves by inspection, searches, enquiries, surveys or otherwise as to their accuracy. CBRE Limited 
as such cannot be held responsible for any loss or damage without limitation, indirect or consequential loss or damage, or any loss of profits resulting from direct 
or indirect actions based upon the content of these particulars. 3. No person in the employment of CBRE Limited has any authority to make any representation or 
warranty whatsoever in relation to this property. 4. Unless otherwise stated, all purchase prices and rents are correct at the date of publication and, unless otherwise 
stated, are quoted exclusive of VAT. Lease details and service ground rent (where applicable) are given as a guide only and should be checked and confirmed by 
your solicitor prior to exchange of contracts. March 2021. wearelandmark.co.uk

VAT 
The property has not been elected for VAT 
and therefore, no VAT will be chargeable on 
the sale.

EPC 
Tower House has an EPC Rating of D85
Charterhall House has an EPC Rating of E105

Detailed Certificates and Recommendation 
Reports available within the dataroom.

Jessica Coombes
DDI 0161 233 5649
M 07833 960 420
E jessica.coombes@cbre.com

Alex Bright
DDI  0161 233 5459
M  07552 253 768
E alexandra.bright@cbre.com 

Neil Kirkham 
DDI  0151 471 4933
M  07584 300 859
E. neil.kirkham@cbre.com

Dan Margolis
DDI  0151 471 4909
M  07887 831 298
E dan.margolis@cbre.com

https://goo.gl/maps/GxGyMEq6C5CyjS7C8
mailto:dan.margolis@cbre.com
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